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abstract

This study analyzed trends and research topics in international Korean medicine-related
research and examined the methodological characteristics of free-text searching.
PubMed-indexed articles published from 2016 to 2025 were searched using 28 Korean
medicine-related keywords derived from OASIS. A total of 88,079 articles were analyzed.
Publications increased from 5,696 in 2016 to 13,347 in 2025, with China contributing the
largest share. Keyword co-occurrence analysis identified four clusters: acupuncture and
clinical research: herbal medicine, natural products, and pharmacology: TCM-based
network pharmacology and disease research; and inflammation, oxidative stress, and
disease mechanisms. Korean medicine-specific concepts and treatments were not
included in the network because of low frequencies in the PubMed Keyword field.
Free-text searching may complement controlled-vocabulary searches by capturing
Korean medicine-specific terminology, while its results remain sensitive to the semantic
scope and context of search terms.
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13 oriental medicine 530 0.47
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15 traditional korean medicine 348 0.31
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18 korean medicine treatment 96 0.09
19 korean traditional medicine 81 0.07
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