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Judgment after Diagnosis: Treatment Selection and Interpretation of
Response in Korean Medicine Case Reports

Myung-Ho Jin!, Seon-Kyoung Kim?*
'Department of Medical Humanities, College of Korean Medicine, Dong-Eui University
?Department of Medical Education, College of Korean Medicine, Dong-Eui University

abstract

Purpose : In Korean medicine, pattern identification narrows treatment options but does
not determine a single prescription, and treatment response does not itself show which
assumption needs revision. This study examined whether case reports document initial
treatment selection and later reassessment as one line of reasoning. Materials and

Methods : Four coding items derived from management reasoning research and the
philosophy of medicine were applied to all 22 case reports in volume 45, issue 5 (2024)
of The Journal of Internal Korean Medicine, analyzed per report: patient-specific
comparison of actual alternatives for the initial treatment; an initial plan combining an
outcome target, review time, and response-contingent action:; changes in Korean
medicine interventions or their delivery; and a stated reason for at least one change.
Two investigators coded jointly, resolving disagreements by discussion.

Results : Two reports compared actual alternatives for the initial treatment. No report
stated all three planning elements as intentions at the start of treatment, although
three described response-contingent actions. Interventions changed in 18 reports, and
17 of these gave a reason for at least one change. Besides reassessment of pattern
identification, reasons included partial response, new symptoms, difficulty taking
medicine, and insurance conditions.

Conclusions : Reports explained why treatment changed more often than why the first
treatment was chosen or what response was expected. Recording the main alternatives,
patient-specific reasons, expected changes with review timing, and subsequent actions
would let treatment experience inform later decisions. These findings describe published
reporting in one journal issue, not the reasoning clinicians actually used.

keywords : Management reasoning, Pattern identification, Treatment selection,
Treatment response, Case report, Korean medicine

# WAIAA ¢ Seon Kyoung Kim. College of Korean Medicine, Dong-Eui University. 52-57, Yangjeong-ro,
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