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Abstract

Current Status and Future Directions of Korean Medicine Education Accreditation:
Implications from a Comparative Analysis of Domestic and International Accreditation
Standards

This study compared the Korean Medicine Education Accreditation Standards 2022
(KAS2022) with domestic health-professions and institutional accreditation standards, the
WFME standards, and Japanese and Chinese standards to diagnose its position and
derive directions for the next standards. A team of five—three standards development
committee members and two external experts—coded 13 documents on seven indicators
along the eight WFME 2020 areas and reconciled interpretations by consensus. KAS2022
adopts the nine-area structure of WFME 2015 most faithfully among domestic
standards, yet diverges from recent revisions in its operation—183 finely specified
evaluation elements, many of them quantitative, and a checklist rule requiring all basic
standards to be met. Recent revisions share six directions: principles-based standards;
outcome management and continuous improvement; clinical competence with diversified
training settings: governance transparency and participation; student wellbeing, safety
and equity: and interim monitoring:; KAS2022 differs most in the first, third and sixth.
The next standards should retain the area structure while redesigning operation, and
the proposed directions warrant further review and validation. The comparison also
indicates that KAS2022 leaves little room for qualitative evaluation, imposes a heavy
burden of spreadsheet-based evidence, and specifies faculty and staff requirements less
strongly than other health-professions standards; strengthening educational personnel,
expanding qualitative evaluation, and codifying education with Korean medicine
characteristics therefore warrant priority review.
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